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become an established fact, and become the means of awakening 
fresh interest in the important department of medicine to which 
it is devoted, and of making substantial contributions to medical 
science. 
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Reviews and Bibliographical Notices. 


I. This third edition of Dr. J. Lewis Smith’s treatise on the 
diseases of children, comes to us considerably enlarged and im¬ 
proved over the former ones. As the author states in his pre¬ 
face, several new subjects have been added, among themrotneln 
and cerebro-spinal meningitis, which were omitted in former 
editions. Others have been entirely rewritten, and notably the 
chapter on diphtheria. 

The fact that this work has reached a third edition within a 
few years, is sufficient proof of its acceptability to the profes¬ 
sion, and a careful examination of it will convince any one that 
it deserves its popularity. It is clear, practical, and sensible, 
and without being extremely full in its treatment of its sub¬ 
jects, it is still sufficiently so for the needs of many medical men 
in general practice. The official positions held by Dr. Smith in 
various children’s hospitals, at once indicate his acquirements in 
this branch of medical practice, and insure the value of his 
book embodying the results of long observation and experience 
in the management of this class of diseases. We feel safe in 
saying that the book is one of the best of its kind, and that it 
possesses some advantages over even such elaborate works as those 
of Drs. Meigs and Pepper, which have deservedly held so high a 
place in the estimation of medical men of this and other 
countries. It is less bulky and more compact, and while it con¬ 
tains less original matter, it is not less practical and useful. 

About one hundred and fifty pages are devoted to diseases of 
the nervous system, in which the author includes congenital 
deficiencies, such as anencephalism, microcephalism, as well as 
spina bifida and vertebral caries. On the other hand he does 
not include whooping-cough nor cerebro-spiual meningitis in 
this class. A few nervous disorders, not peculiar to childhood, 
and indeed perhaps rare in that period of life, such, for example, 
as epilepsy and asthma, which may occur in childhood if not in 
early infancy, are not mentioned at all. These omissions, how¬ 
ever, are scarcely of importance and do not affect the value of 
the book. We can honestly recommend it as one of the most 
practical and useful books of its class in our language. 

II. Dr. Leishman’s treatise on obstetrics, as the only recent 
English work on the subject, as well as from its size and 
importance, is worthy of a more extended review than we are 
here able to give it. To a Journal devoted to nervous and 
mental disease, the subject of midwifery has only a general 
relation, and the special subjects of eclampsia and puerperal 
insanity are necessarily treated only briefly in a text-book, such 
as the one before us. About thirty pages are given to these 
subjects in the present volume, fully as much, or more than is 
usually allotted them in. works of this kind and of the size of 
the present. The discussion of these subjects, also, appears to be 
eminently judicious aud practical. Dr. Leishman, in his remarks 
on the pathology of puerperal convulsions, refrains from express- 
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ing any very decided views in regard to the different theories 
that have been proposed to account for them, that is, for the 
form of eclampsia occurring during, and dependent upon, the 
pregnant condition. While he favors the uraemic theory, he 
admits the possibility that some cases will require to be 
accounted for in other ways. 

The nervous mechanism of labor is mentioned, but the late 
researches in regard to their point by Goltz and others, are not 
alluded to; perhaps we could not expect them to.be. What is said 
in reference to the nerve supply, etc., is suggestive rather than 
full, and no very decided opinion is' advanced. The nervous 
disorders of pregnancy, other than those we have mentioned as 
receiving special notice, are briefly alluded to in a couple of 
paragraphs. 

The general features of the work as a treatise on obstetrics 
are in all respects to be commended. It is sensible and practi¬ 
cal, and the treatment of the various parts of the subject is in 
most cases, at least, all that could be desired in a work of this 
size. The American editor’s annotations make up for some 
deficiencies of the book, and add much to its value, and we wish 
to include them in our general commendation of the work. 

III. Such works as this are useful supplements to those 
like the one just noticed—general works on the practice of 
> obstetrics. Dr. Parry, the American editor of Dr. Leishman’s 
work has given us, in this monograph, the results of a study 
and analysis of five-hundred recorded cases of extra-uterine 
pregnancy, with the hope, as he says, “ that they may lead to 
more certainty in the diagnosis and treatment of this affection.” 
He has done this, to all appearance, thoroughly and conscien¬ 
tiously, and the profession is indebted to him for a useful 
memoir upon one of the more difficult subjects in medicine. 
His industry in the task to which he had given himself is 
sufficiently shown by the profuseness of the notes and literary 
references which occupy a considerable portion of many pages 
and appear in nearly every one. The book will be a valuable 
one to the practical obstetrician, and is well worthy a place in 
the library of every practitioner. 

IY. This handsome volume is made up of cases reported to 
the Pathological Society of Philadelphia by its members, many 
of them illustrated by specimens presented at the time. It is 
thus a useful casuistic record, and is a very favorable evidence 
of the activity and life of the society. It includes only the 
material contributed between January 1st, 1874, and July 1st, 
1875, a period ol a year and a half, during which time one hun¬ 
dred and seventy-six communications and reports were pre¬ 
sented; a record probably equalled by very few, if indeed by any 
other American medical society. Many of the communications 
are of some length, and contain valuable matter on their special 
subjects, and nearly all are of interest. The editors have also 
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in some cases appended the more important parts of the discus¬ 
sions following the communications and presentations of speci¬ 
mens. Many are illustrated with well executed wood cuts. 

The principal ‘communications relating to the nervous sys¬ 
tem are one by Dr. R. M. Bertolet, on spinal sclerosis with 
atrophy of motor cells in the anterior horns of gray matter; 
one by Dr. R. A. Cleeman on an extensive traumatic sub-cranial 
extravasation, and the report on the cerebral development of an 
imperfect cyclops monster, presented by Dr. F. H. Gross. 
Other shorter ones are presented by Drs. Bertolet, Packard and 
Darrand. 

V. Dr. Loring’s brochure on the determination of the re¬ 
fraction of the eye by the ophthalmoscope will be useful to the 
specialist in the opthalmology, and makes us look forward for 
the appearance of the completed work of which it is the fore¬ 
runner. The principal interest of the work to the nenrologist 
will of course be in the part as yet unpublished. The general 
appearance, illustrations, etc., of the book seem to be all that 
could be asked for. 

VI. The Proceedings of the American Association for the 
cure of Inebriates forms a pamphlet of ninety-eight pages, and 
contains, besides the minutes of the last meeting held in Hart¬ 
ford during the past September, various essays read at that 
meeting, together with the annual address by the President, 
Dr. Joseph Parrish. These are all of interest, and worthy the 
attention of the practicing physician, as well as of those who 
have more especially to do with the cure of the condition of 
chronic inebriates. Dr. Crothers gives a well written article on 
the etiology of inebriety or dipsomania, which is full of sug¬ 
gestive facts, and the same may be said of the other papers or 
essays, by Drs. Comings, Mann, Burr, and Parker. They all 
dwell on inebriety as a disease of the physical system, though the 
moral aspects of the subject are not altogether neglected. The 
subject is of absorbing interest in a medical as well as a social 
point of view, and we trust that the labors of those who 
form this association, together with those of the enlightened 
temperance reformers generally, may meet with ample success. 

The pamphlet closes with an abstract of reports of various 
inebriate asylums, prepared by the secretary, Dr. Crothers, and 
a reproduction of the Connecticut law regarding habitual 
drunkards, inebriates and dipsomaniacs. 



